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Mr. Stanton's Dispatch. .

War Department.
Washington. Oct. 8, 1864,

Major-General Dix, New York:
This department -has received the following

report* of the enemy's assault yesterday upon

Gen. Butler's lines, their subsequent repulse,
and General Birney's brilliant action, driving
the enemy to their inner line of intrerichcaents
around Richmond:
"Hr'rs. Dept. Virginia and N. Carolina.

"0.30 P. M. October 7. I

"Lieutenant General Grant: j
"A.t 6.30 A M., the enemy having moved ;

Field's and-Htke's division from the left at j
Chapin's farm around to our right at Darhv town
road, attacked with spirit Ganerai Klutz's ca¬

valry in~their entrenchments, and drove him
back with small loss of men, but with the loss
of his artillery. .

" The enemy suffered very considerable lo<«
in his attack Toe enemv then swept down
the eutrenchmenrs toward Birney, who, having
thrmn back hi* right, waited their assault and

repul.-edit, with heavy loss to the enemy. The'
ete ay in th^ meantime advanced toward New
Mirkat, hut were met by a force at the signal
tower.
"At 3 P. M- I took the offensive, sending

Birney, with two divisions up the Darbytuwn
road. .

"The enemy has retreated as he Birney)
advance^, and has ocounie 1 the ^itrenchmenrs
which the enemy took from Kautz, and were

fortifying for themselves.
"Oar loss has been small; not one-eighth of

the enemy's,; We have about one hundred
prisoners. -

. B. F Butler,
"Major General."

"hq'rs Dept. Virginia"and NT. Carolina,
' October 7, 12 20 P. M.

"The following dispatch has just been re

ceived: B. F. Butler.
"Hq'rs. Tenth Army Corps,

10.15 A. AI;
"Major General Butler:
"i nave repulsed the attack of the enemy

on oar ruKt fUnk with great slaughter. Th«

troops seeiu ro be Field's and ..Rieketts' divi¬
sions. Isend you a hatch of prisoner*. I am
extending toy rijjht flank The enemy seem

to be entrenching on the Darhv r"»d.
- "D. :B. Birney,

".Major General.''
"Hq'rs. Dept Virginia and N i 'akolina,

10.30 P. M.
"Lieutenant General tl. S. Gram ;

' General Birney has regain .d Gen. Kau'z's
old position, and holds the enen v ir» the
inner line <>f entrenchments around Richmond,
extending irons the Darbytown road, to c»n

"ect with Weitzel, on the left, near Fort Har¬
rison.
"There has been no movement at Petersbug, I

today.
"We have much the best of this day's woik.

A thousand at least ot the enemy killed and

bounded,-a hundred prisoners, and a bloody
Repulse.
.
"Gen. Gregg, commandite Field's division,

}s reported, t>y i» lady who saw the body, as

fcM ,
"B. F-> Butler,
"Major Geoenii"

No dispatches have been received from fh
commands of General Sherman or Sheridan
later than were reported in my telegram of

yesterday. Edwin VI. Stanton,
. Secretary of War.

FSOM SOUTHWESIErS VI RGINIA.DEFEAT
OF BURB JID83.

Dispatches from Cincinnati in the Nor!hern

papers, this morning, state that "Burbridge,
wi;h twenty-five hundreI mounted infantry,
attacked Saltvilie, in Southwestern Virginia,
where extensive salt works are located. He
is said to have carried two redoubts, capturing
150 prisoners", and a number of horses, n uies,
and cattle, with but small ioss. Colonel Ma¬

son, 11th Michigan, was killed, and Colonel
Hansom, acting brigadier gerferal, wounded.
Finding the place strongly fortified and defend ,

ed f>y a large force under Breckinridge and j
Echols, Burbridge withdrew during the night, j
leading his wounded. The Confederates pur j
sued him about eight miles. Gen. Burbridge j
passed through Covington this afternoon, et |

route to Lexington."
The following are the official dispatches of j

Gens. Echols and Lee, in relation to the above : j
Saltville, O^t. 3, 1864. j

To Major General Kemper: |
We whipped the enemy badly here yester !

day, ami he has retired in contusion, leaving j
his dead and wounded in our hand-*, amotsg I
them a Brigadier General and a good many j
officers. There were two or three regiment!- !

of negro troops, which were badly cut up . j
the reserves and detailed men acted splendidly. I
The enemy's force was about sis thousand, as !
tii^ar as we could estimate. We are in hot j

pursuit. JohnEchols, j
Brigadier General

Hq'rs. Army of Northern Virginia,
October 3, 1864.

Ron.. Secretary of War :

General Bie<kinridge reports that the enemy
attacked Saltviile on the 3d inst., and leceived
a bloody repul-e.
They retired during the night in gr^at con

fusion, apparently in the direction of Sand;*
Hiver, leaving most of their dead and wouudeu
in our bands.
He is pursuing them.
All of our troops behaved well.

-,
K. E. Lee.

Special agents have been appointed for the

purchase of cotton on (J. S. government ac

count, the o< ject w»eing to encourage the send¬

ing to market uf the crops in the Confederate
territory. Tae regulations- of tha U, S. Trea

>my Department are to be enforced in conjunc-
ti</Q. with the military authority. The follow

ing aie the'names of the agents: George H.

Eilery of New York, at Memphis 0 U. Cut¬

ter oi Missouri, at New Orleans, ana Green

Adams,.of* Kentucky, at Nashviiie. The last

oamed wi!! resign Lis present position as Suih

Auditor of the Treasury to accept of that ap- j
pointruent. .

j
i'i n.ilgar:

A dispatch from Washington sta'es thaf the

report of Mr. Davis' speech at Macon is not

regarded as authentic, and the New Y<>rk Exc
press prooouBoss it -'a pare icveatiaa."- J

Pome of the Philadelphia papers, having
published reports of a disaster to G rant's army;
as a means of allaying the excitement eaa«c<i
thereby, and fur other reasons, Mr. Lincoln or

Sunday afternoon forwarded the following di.3°
pntch to Gen, Simon Cameron, Philadelphia:
"There i^ aH-olure'y no news here from the

«/

Army ol the Potomac n >t published in 8fao*
ton's bulletin of yesterday and before. Tha
line is open, and mere business despatches ar«

passing over it, Have no alarm on bogus
^patches. .

A. LINCOLN."

A letter in the Baltimore American says that
the store at Sandy 8j ring, Md., wa-? brokea
into by "ten of Moseby's men," and $600 to

$800 worth of boots, shoes, bats, cloths,
taken off. The citizens, about seventeen in

number, pursued them at daylight, and over¬

took them eight miles from Sandy Spring;
they were asleep in the Pines. They were

awakened by one of the citizens riding near

thtm; a fight ensued, when the citizens killed
Captain Walter Bowie, and captured his bro¬
ther Brown Bowie, both sons of W. W. W,
Bowie, of Prince George's county, Maryland.
Also wounded another.

.i¦ |-jifWi -». ¦

It is reported than Genera! E-trly lias beeu
relieved from the command of the Valley by
Genera! Long^tieefc. A letter to the Chariot
ton Courier of the 3rd inst., asserts that un¬

less Sheridan's loree really consists of fifty
thousand veterans the South will yet receive a

good account from the Valley. The writer-
adds, that thirteen thousand reserves are al¬
ready brigaded ia Virginia and are to be eaitei
out .

General Meade was recently questioning a

captured officer abojit Petersburg. The offi¬
cer saiii that, just beture he came away he saw

several hundred newly raptured Yankee pri¬
soners being conducted through the streets ea

route for Richmond. "I had much rather they
had been so many cattle," remarked General
Meade. "And General Lee had much ratha c

thty had been cattle, too," replied the rep*
resentative of rfbeld'mi.

The Boston Courier reports that in the bat'
tie of Friday, the 30th of September, near the
Weldon Railroad, all of the 58th Alass&chu-
setts regiment were either captured or killed',
with the exception of one Lieutenant and
twenty men. 0"' the 35th regiment recently
recruited by eight hundred Germans, iade=
pendently of the killed and wounded, about
one hall of the regiment was captured.
The New York Herald says:."Dry goods

still continue to decline in price in' this city..
The fall in the prices of foreign cloth sioce the
downward movement commenced has averaged
about thirty per ct."

Twenty three bears have been killed lately
in the town of L^wiston, Maine. Their sp<
pearance in such numbers in that part of (he
State is thought by old hunters to iadxoafce <*

hard wLauv.


